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done well to begin with those. Mr. Mandley merely reports that thej
exist and that they are in Latin. Y.

Lady Russell's book on Swallowfield and its Oivners (London :
Longmans, 1901) is of a very miscellaneous nature : it belongs in part to
the category of topographical books, in part to family history. She says
of it herself:

My work is simply an olla podrida from innumerable sources, good, bad,
and indifferent. Sometimes the most important events are merely sketched in,
and at other times I enter into minute details, which would be generally con-
sidered quite unimportant and uninteresting. But I have written this solely
for my own family and neighbours at Swallowfield, and have therefore included
everything that I thought might interest them.

The house itself was rebuilt about 1690, so that it is of no great
antiquity. The manor was for a long time part of the dowry of succes-
sive Tudor queens. In 1582 it passed to the Backhouse family ; in 1670
to the Hydes by the marriage of Henry, eldest son of the first earl of
Clarendon, with Flower Backhouse. Thomas Pitt bought Swallowfield
in 1719, selling it again in 1787 to John Dodd. It was sold by the son
of this John Dodd in 1783, and, after passing through various hands, was
bought by Sir Henry Russell in 1820, whose descendants still hold it.
Lady Russell gives a good account of the families who successively
possessed Swallowfield, illustrated by pedigrees and portraits. The
Russell portraits are of considerable interest, especially the very beautiful
picture of the first Lady Russell and her son, by Romney, which forms
the frontispiece. Other noticeable portraits of historical interest are
those of Frances, countess of Essex, of the second earl of Clarendon and
his wife, of governor Pitt, and of Queen Anne, when princess, with the
young duke of Gloucester. The extracts from the recollections of Sir
Henry Russell, which contain his reminiscences of Dr. Johnson and
Chantrey, and some details relating to Napoleon at St. Helena, also
deserve special mention. Lady Russell's book is agreeably written, and
though it deals for the most part with persons and incidents of small
historical importance, both historians and biographers may glean some-
thing of value from it. C. H. F.

Good county histories of Ireland, concise, accurate, and well furnished
with references to authorities, are much wanted, and we welcome the
first part of Mr. F. Elrington Ball's History of the County Dublin
(Dublin : Thorn, 1902) as a useful contribution to the subject. The
ground was, indeed, in this case already covered by D'Alton's history
of the County Dublin, published in 1888, but Mr. Ball has made use of
a quantity of material not available when D-Alton wrote. The present
instalment deals only with seven parishes, all situated together to the
south-east of the city of Dublin in the barony of Rathdown. Mr. Ball
takes the ancient parish as the unit, and deals historically with any
towns, castles, remarkable remains, and gentlemen's seats, &c, to be
found therein, and then gives separately a brief risumi of the ecclesias-
tical history of the parish. A considerable amount of research has been
bestowed on the accounts of the more important individuals and families
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